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1. BT LA: permission

FiE+ AL+ 5hE

"ATLL" is often used to ask for or indicate permission.
MarLl) precedes the action. Add sentence-final 13 to ask permission. &Ll also has feasibility and

other uses, so interpret it in context.

AT LA X EE?

WO kéyi zuo zheli ma?

May I sit here?

REI AT XA T

NT kéyi kan zhé bén sha.

You may read this book.

2. Ig: Connecting a question and asking about location

£i8/ A+ 0e?

A noun or pronoun followed by g can continue a previous question or ask where something is.

In “FK1R%F, {RUE? ”, the omitted partis “fRIEARE"; in “FRAYHIE? “, it asks where the book is. Context
determines the function; not every g indicates an ongoing action.

FReF, fRUE?

W& hén hdo, nine?

I'm fine, how about you?

HByHe?

W& de sha ne?

Where is my book?

3. Limited Use of Nominal Predicates

FIE+ B FiHERE

Certain expressions of dates, ages, or quantities can serve directly as predicates.

Expressions like “Today is Wednesday"” or “I am eighteen years old” can be used without the copula &;
however, this does not extend to arbitrary nouns such as identity statements like “I am a teacher.”
BSET/I\%,

WG jinnian shiba sui.

I am eighteen years old this year.

SKREH=,

Jintian xingqisan.

Today is Wednesday.
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4. Negation with R and ;& (&)

R+ohiE R\, & (B) +&hia; &E+RiE

A usually negates habits, intentions or states; ;& () usually negates actions that have occurred; ;&& can
also negate possession.

When T3&) denies that an action happened, normally remove perfective 'y . Past time does not
always require &) :in TEEXRARAEZE) , TR] negates 48 (wanting), not the completed action.
BREREBEEFR.

WG zudtian méiydu qu xuéxiao.

I didn't go to school yesterday.

ERIEZH,

W3 bu hé cha.

I don't drink tea.

5. Hai: supplement or continuation

FiE+EHIBE; ... , .

Hai can add another item, or indicate that a state or action continues.

Usually placed before the predicate; e.g., £3£ T 7%k adds another action, I £1E£5 shows the situation
continues. Context determines which meaning applies.

BETH, BEXT KR,

W& mai le sha, hai mai le yifu.

I bought a book, and I also bought clothes.

HIETE SR,

Ta hai zai jia.

He is still at home.

6. Place + 2: Identify the thing at a location
QPR+ 2+ &R
A place followed by T2, identifies what is at that location.
MEReIaEERL) identifies what the place in front of the school is. & instead focuses on something
existing at a place.
FRAEVUEER.
Xuéxiao gidnbian shi yiyuan.
The place in front of the school is a hospital.
XBRF R
Zhébian shi xuéxiao.

This side is a school.

7.19: Yes-No Question Particle

PR ) +05?

i3 turns a declarative statement into a yes-no question.

Use 15 after a statement like “fR2ZF 4" to allow a yes-or-no answer; when asking for specific information
with who, what, etc., do not add 15 at the end.

RBFEL?

NTi shi xuésheng ma?

Are you a student?

fREEIMIE?
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N7 shi [doshT ma?

Are you a teacher?

8. Predicate Adjectives and Degree

FIE+RAFE+HEEN

An adjective can itself be a predicate; degree adverbs express its degree.

A neutral adjective predicate often uses T{R] before the adjective. Unlike a noun identity statement, it
doesnotneed T2; . MfR] can make the sentence natural without emphasizing a very high degree.
SKRER.

Jintian hén Iéng.

Today is very cold.

HAEE o

Ta feichang gaoxing.

She is extremely happy.

9. Address Prefixes and Ordinals

N+ FRIES 56+ H0A

Adding /]y before a surname can serve as a familiar form of address among acquaintances; & placed
before a numeral creates an ordinal.

When using /)y with a name like /\#%, consider the relationship and politeness; not every noun can freely
take 7\ as a form of address. 85—, % — indicate order, whereas —4 and - do not denote ordinals.
REE—EEL

W& zhu di yT ge fangjian.

I live in the first room.

IWVMRZERBIAAR.

Xido Lin shi wo de péngyou.

Xiao Lin is my friend.

10. Time adverbial placed before the predicate

FiE+EE+1BIE; BE+EEHIEE

Temporal words are usually placed before the predicate.

Both 'FBEAXEZER' and 'BHREKEZF K are natural; the language does not restrict the time adverbial to a
single position.

EAREFR.

W& mingtian qu xuéxiao.

I will go to school tomorrow.

BAREEFRK.

Mingtian wd qu xuéxiao.

Tomorrow I will go to school.

11. Verb-Object Phrase and Basic Word Order

FiE+EhEA+ RIS

Ordinary verb sentences usually follow the order subject-verb-object.

In a neutral sentence, the subject precedes the verb and the object follows it: TEIZHKik) . Learn TH¥E,

BEDT,I1E1 as natural word combinations, not as freely separable pieces.
HIZAKIRo
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WO cht mifan.
I eatrice.

BBIEHR,
Baba hé cha.
Dad drinks tea.

12.'M2" and Brief Social Expressions

IR, +#R0E (el

‘12" is commonly used when answering the phone or calling someone; brief social expressions can stand
alone as sentences.

At the start of a call you can say ‘Ig, {/r%¥; the tone should be polite, and ‘BE’ cannot replace ‘4rg# in all
situations.

mR, fR4F!

Wéi, ni hao!

12, hello!

!

Xiéxie!

Thank you!

13. I{@: suggestions

ShiAAEiE, A F+ B

At the end of a sentence, I8 can be used to make a suggestion or to soften the tone.

BATERFHIE is a suggestion for the group to go together; it is not a neutral yes-no question about whether
the fact is true.

EINEFZRIE,

Wdmen qu xuéxiao ba.

Let's go to school.

PEZEIE,

Hé cha ba.

Have some tea.

14. Serial verb: action and purpose

=/ K+ 8P+ EhiE

The verb Z& or 3 is directly followed by another verb, indicating the purpose of the action.
EBIEXEARPE: E/EE comes first, and SEZRFg explains the purpose; no additional linking verb is needed.
REBIELRA,

W3 qu shangdian mai dongxi.

I go to the store to buy something.

HRFEIRF S,

Ta 13i xuéxiao xueéxi.

He comes to school to study.

15. #8 and &

FiE+EE+EpiA; BE+2iF

48 expresses a wish or intention; & can express wanting something or planning to do something.

Use 48 before averb phrase. T#; can precede an action or the desired object. Do not equate every
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use of 48 with l48&; .
FAAEIK,

W& xiang hé shul.

I want to drink water.
RE—M%

WG4 yao yi béi cha.

I want a cup of tea.

16. Age and Duration
R+ R+ E RN D8
r% | indicates age. T4,k /N\Bf, 438h) can indicate a length of time.
Age can directly form the predicate, asin F+/\% | . Duration generally follows the described action or
state. T% | measures age, not a period of time.
BSET/I\%,
W0 jinnian shiba sui.
I am eighteen years old this year.
RBFESI— NS
WO xuéxi yi ge xiaoshi.

I study for one hour.

17. J1, %’V and % + adjective
JL+EiF+ 81, $0+878; Z+HEEE

ML/ %) askabout quantity. % + adjective; asks about degree or age, asin T%k] .

I, often asks an expected small number and precedes a classifier, asin TJ1 ™AL . 1%/ can
precede a noun directly or use a classifier. %) asks age orsize; % is not always a quantity word.
RRELAOAN?

NT jia you ji kdu rén?

How many people are there in your family?
XAEBLDE?

Zhé bén shd dudshao gian?

How much does this book cost?

18. @: Identity and Category

FiE+E+RIE

&£ is used for identity, category, or equivalence relationships.

Use it in sentences like F2F 4, XEH, etc.; adjectives are usually described with {R rather than 2.
Y2 M,

Ta shi |doshr.

She is a teacher.

X2—AH,

Zhé shiyi bén sha.

This is a book.
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19. #3: also

FE+HL+HIEE; ... , W
also indicates that another subject or item shares the same situation.
M3, normally follows the subject and precedes the predicate. It can add a parallel action. For negation
use the Chinese forms TR &5, .
REXNE, BERFT.
W& xthuan cha, yé xihuan nidnai.
I like tea, and I also like milk.
B E R,
Ta yé xthuan nidnai.

He also likes milk.

20. Expression of Amounts of Money
iE+ 7 R+ EE+ 5
Amounts of money can be expressed using units such as yuan, kuai, fen, etc.
F5c) is more formal; TiRy is common in speech. T4+ F 431 is 10.05 yuan, not 10.5 yuan. Put the
number before the currency unit.
XAEB+THET
Zhe bén sha shiyuan wu fén.
This book costs ten yuan and five fen.
XM FHIR,
Zhé ge béizi wu kuai.

This cup is five kuai.

21. — and #&

—++; m+EiF+3iE

Both — and 7 refer to the number two, but they appear in different positions.

Use T inordinary quantity phrases such as T@ZAs$, #NAl1 . TZ1 occursincounting, T—+ /8=
/' ZH1 . TH] alsooccursin TS/ ME, T ; neither form is explained by a simple universal rule.
BERAEB,

W& ydu lidang bén sha.

I have two books.

MERFSo

Xianzai shi lidng dian.

It is two o'clock now.

22. A Little vs. A Bit

BR)LHEERE; EaE+—R)L

B &) + adjective indicates a low degree; adjective + —g3 )|, can indicate a slight change or a comparison.
B2 )4 often carries the speaker’s feeling of discomfort; ;4—zg=) |, is usually used for comparison or a
request. Their positions differ, so the two structures are not completely interchangeable.

SRESILZ.

Jintian ydudianr 1&ng.

It's a little cold today.

EMEFN—5) Lo

Zhé ge beizi xiao yidianr.
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This cup is a bit smaller.

23. Too, Really and Exclamation

X+HEARE+7T; BE+HENE

‘X...T' expresses an outstanding degree; ‘&' can intensify an exclamation.

"KWF 7' "B are often used for evaluation; ‘X... 7' does not always imply an excessive or negative degree
—it depends on the adjective and context.

AIFT!

Tai hao le!

Great!

SRR E LTI !

Ta chang gé zhén haoting!

Her singing sounds really good!

24. Location words

B+ /TR TR X ERIA

Location words describe where things are.

The usual structure is noun + location word, such as £+ _t and E(g)E. Xj2/8Bi5 indicate a side or location.
A location phrase is different from an action structure such as - 2.

PERF L

Sha zai zhudzi shang.

The book is on the table.

BERF T

Mao zai yizi xia.

The cat is under the chair.

25. Serial Verb: Manner and Action

A EhiARRIE + sh{Ehid

The preceding verb phrase can indicate the manner of the following action.

H#HFRZEXEPRR - taking a taxi is the way to go to the hospital; note each action’s own object.
KALHEEEER

W3 zud chdzaché qu ylyuan.

I take a taxi to go to the hospital.

BEAEERE

Baba kaiché qu gongsl.

Dad drives a car to go to the office.

26. F: the next time

FiE+H+5hE

B indicates the next occurrence or a repeated action in the future.

Here we learn expressions like BBXE 3k for actions that have not yet occurred; F is usually placed before
the verb. Do not confuse B with X, which refers to past repetitions.

KRB FK.

W& mingtian zai lai.

I will come again tomorrow.

BEHR—To
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Qing zai shud yixia.

Please say it again.

27. Quantity and Measure Words

wa+A 1RO R R+ R

Quantity phrases usually consist of a numeral, a measure word, and a noun.

Match the classifier to the noun: T—zx¥ —#&Kik,—=¥1 . {1 fits many general nouns. Time and
money have special expressions; do not apply a single classifier rule to every noun.

BE=AH,

W& mai san bén sha.

I bought three books.

XEBRRUE,

Jia [Myou liang zht mao.

There are two cats at home.

28. #1 and Xi: participants

M+ AN+zpiE; X+ A+HEE

# introduces a co-participant, while %} introduces the target of an attitude.
‘MBEEES) and ‘JHELEIREF are different prepositional structures; here ] does not simply link two
arbitrary actions.

BMBARF S,

W03 hé péngyou xuéxi.

I study together with a friend.

ZIMFERF

Laosht dui xuésheng hén hao.

The teacher is very kind toward the students.

29. Year, Month, Day and Weekday

F+B+H/5; BEH+H3T

Dates are expressed in the order of year, month, and day; the weekday indicates a day of the week.
Months use a number + TH] . Written dates can use TH] ; everyday speech often uses S . Weekdays
are TEHE—, through TEHE;<) , with TEHAH “E2HiX) for Sunday.

SREER=S,

Jintian shi wu yué san hao.

Today is May 3rd.

BAXEE8K,.

Mingtian shi xingqitian.

Tomorrow is Sunday.

30. Personal Pronouns and Plural
BAMR/E M € BRI el i1 e
IE, Rty and related pronouns refer to the speaker, listener or others. TEAT/{rMi1 ftfily are
plural forms.
M@, is respectful. The written pronouns Tt /4t & differ. Plural pronouns already contain {7 .
1) also follows human nouns, as in T#Ifi{]) , but not ordinary objects or a numeral-classifier phrase.
EINEFEE
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Wdmen shi xuésheng.
We are students.
yfi 12 E Mo

Tamen shi laosh.

They (female) are teachers.

31. 7 /1E7E and g
FiE+EEE+E0E (+06)
Placing 7£ or IE7E before a verb indicates that the action is in progress.
I, 1ETE) precedes the verb to mark an ongoing action; TIE7ElZik) can add sentence-final T . Do
not mechanically apply it to states unsuitable for progression. T0fg; also has other uses.
R IETERZIRDE,
Ta zhéngzai chifan ne.
He is eating right now.
1BISTE IR e,
Mama zai zuofan ne.

Mom is cooking.

32. Clause Sequence without Connectives

N4, 248

Two clauses can be linked without a conjunction, relying on order and context.

I finished class, dad came to school; Mom made breakfast after I got up—organized by natural event order,
not by shuffling word order.

BTRT, BEBRFR.

WG xiake le, baba 1ai xuéxiao.

I finished class, and dad came to school.

WERT , BIBHMFR.

W& gichuang le, mama zu6 zdofan.

I got up, and mom made breakfast.

33. i&: Polite request

&+ BhiE

Place j& before an action to express a polite request.

e.q., IBIES, 154X E; 15 is a marker of politeness, not a tense marker.
BB S

Qing hé cha.

Please have some tea.

FYXE,

Qing zuo zhell.

Please sit here.

34. 7:a change of situation

BF+7T
When placed at the end of a sentence, T indicates that a situation has changed or a new situation has
arisen.

Now it's raining, indicating a new situation; state words can also end with 7, e.g., f1%¥7. Do not treat every
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sentence-final 7 as a past-perfect marker.
METWT o

Xianzai xiayu le.

It is raining now.

fthiF 7o
Ta hao le.
He has gotten better.

35. Place + &&: Existence
QPR +B +EHERIE+ R
A place followed by 7] states that something exists there.
FZ2F FH—7Z$, introduces the existence of a book on the table. Once the object is known, THEEF
1 describes its location.
KFEHE—EH,
Zhudzi shang ydu yi bén sha.
There is a book on the table.
REBRWRIE,
Jia [T ybu liang zht mao.

There are two cats at home.

36. Clock Time and Half Hours

iR+ R+ R+, B+t

Hours are expressed with g5, minutes with 43, and ¥ denotes thirty minutes.

Usually state the hour first, then the minutes; e.g., /\ g3 means eight thirty. When minutes are less than
ten, a leading zero is often used, such as J\&mEL 5.

MEZ/\ =¥,

Xianzai shi ba dian ban.

It is now half past eight.

Bhe+9 iR

WG jit didn shi fén shangké.
I have class at ten minutes past nine.

37. g&: Ability When Conditions Allow
FiE+8E+hidA
BE indicates ability or that the current conditions permit something.
Here it emphasizes whether the present conditions allow it, e.g., 'T can go today'; it does not only denote a
learned skill. &g is followed by a verb phrase.
S RAES.
WG jintian néng qu.
I can go today.
KRB IE,
WG xianzai néng shudhua.

I can speak now.
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38. #B: Generalization

BWFE+E+IEE

#R indicates that all the mentioned multiple objects share the same condition.

Usually placed after the subject and before the predicate, e.g., F{1&8Zs; not used to indicate the entire
duration for a single object.

RITAMZEFE

Wd&men dou shi xuésheng.

We are all students.
RAE==PA

Tamen dou hé cha.

They all drink tea.

39. §9: possession and modification

BImIE+ 0+ R

The particle fy links a possessor or modifier to a noun.

Use THY) in TEMFB AMEE] . It may be omitted with some close relationships, asin  TE#545 . This
does not mean it can always be omitted in TEREIT FKHFH .
XERB.

Zhé shiwo de sha.

This is my book.

KRR,

W& de péngyou hén mang.

My friend is very busy.

40. F1: joining nouns

Zia+M+R7iF

He connects parallel people or things.

It links noun elements, e.qg., &M 34E; it is generally not used to connect whole sentences.
BEMBEBER,

Baba hé mama zai jia.

Dad and mom are at home.

BELERNEE,

W& mai pinggud hé mianbao.

I bought apples and bread.

41. Ability Acquired by Learning (&)

FiE+=+5hd

% indicates an ability acquired through learning.
%] precedes averb phrase, asin T£3%;%i& | . Here it expresses a learned skill. A noun alone does not

describe the action; prediction and other meanings of & are outside this point.
SN E.

W& hui shud Hanyu.

I can speak Chinese.

LU= R/

Ta hui chang gé.

She can sing.
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42. F: Possession
FE+E+RIE
F indicates possession of a person, thing, or quantity.
I BE—Z$) expresses possession. The negativeis &H ,not T'RF] .
BEE— Lo
W3 you yi ge nli'ér.
I have a daughter.
EE—FH
WG ydBu yi bén sha.
I have a book.

43. Demonstratives

X B+ 81+ RiE; XE AL

X refers to a nearer object and Hf to a more distant one; X4t and FRLE refer to plural objects.

A full noun quantity phrase normally uses iX/#[ + classifier + noun, as in Xzs$. XLe/FBLE can directly
precede a noun. Colloquial forms such as X A omit the classifier; omission is not always an error.
XABZHA,

Zhé bén sha shi wd de.

This book is mine.

ARLFERKNAR,

Naxié xuésheng shi wo de péngyou.

Those students are my friends.

44. 77: Action Completion

A+ 7 +Eif

The particle 7 after a verb marks that the action is completed.
Common pattern: verb + 7 + quantity/object. T is not the same as past tense; to negate a completed
action, use & and omit 7.

BE7=%F%,

W& mai le san bén sha.

I bought three books.

5T —+F7Ko

Ta hé le yi béi shul.

He drank a glass of water.

45. 7£: location and action place

FE+HE PR FEHE+HAFR+ENE

zai can indicate a location where something is, as well as the place where an action occurs.

Saying "f£Z" indicates a location; saying "fE & *¥ 3" indicates the place where learning occurs. The locative
prepositional phrase usually precedes the verb, distinguishing it from the progressive "IEfE" usage.
HRERFo

WG zai jia xuéxi.

I study at home.

EIMEFR

LaoshT zai xuéxiao.

The teacher is at school.
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46. Interrogative Words and In-situ Questions

- Vs L VL Y| W A /N =

Interrogative words such as who, what, where, how are placed in the original position of the constituent
being asked about.

Use ‘A& to ask a name, ' to ask a person, ‘B |/HFE’ for a place, /E4’ for a manner; usually without
the particle ‘13",

Rt AR F?

Ni jiao shénme mingzi?

What is your name?

fRIETERE?

Ni zhu zai nali?

Where do you live?

47. —7F: brief action

afig+—TF

Adding —TF after a verb indicates a brief, tentative action, often softening a request.

Used after verbs like & or i to indicate a brief, non-strictly single occurrence; —F quantifies the action.
BE— T

Qing kan yixia.

Please take a look.

BR—To

Qing shud yixia.

Please say a few words.

48. #4: Double Object

FE+ETAHY

#4 can take both a recipient and an object in the same clause.

I give you a book: the recipient (you) comes first, the object (a book) follows; do not confuse with the
prepositional use in Z5{/REH.

FEBIR—AFo

W& gé&i niyi bén sha.

I give you a book.

IBIAT—ER,

Mama gé&i wo yi ge pinggud.

Mom gives me an apple.

49, RAE: Advice/Prohibition

AE+5iE

ZE can be used to advise against or forbid an action.

Place & before a verb to indicate the action should not be done at a certain place; it differs from £,
which expresses necessity, and does not turn ordinary statements into negatives.

FEEXERIE,

BU yao zai zhell shudhua.

Do not speak here.

FEFX K,

BU yao hé zhe ge shul.
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Do not drink this water.

50. Positive-Negative Question

apia,/ /R + A+ ohia, R\, BEE

A positive-negative question juxtaposes affirmative and negative forms to ask whether something is the
case.

Common Chinese forms are T3 2 EAFXE EEEI . Aneutral A-not-A question normally does not also
add g .

RERZEEIM?

Ni shi bu shi laosht?

Are you a teacher?

REREFN?

N7 ydu méiydu shoujr?

Do you have a mobile phone?

51. #Ff as a measure word
s+ M+ IRk
I#1 can name a container and can also indicate the amount held in one cup.
The order is numeral + T#f; +drink, asin T—#% Wik . [#F] names the container and does not
replace T#f) in this quantity phrase.
RE—MHE
W03 yao yi béi cha.
I would like a cup of tea.
BAEAITIK,
Qing géi wo liang béi shui.

Please give me two cups of water.

HSK Studio | 14/ 14



